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Praise and Thanksgiving to Almighty God! 


Firstly may Ithank 1.God’s mercy and blessing. Through the inspira- 
- you all for your sup- tion and encouragement of God’s Holy Spirit, He 
port over these last 10 has given me confidence and strength for my min- 
years that | have been istry over these past 10 years. I pray and trust that 
the diocesan bishop of I may be more humble, obedient and faithful to 
Taiwan. Ithank God depend on the true light of Almighty God for his 
that I am stillin good guidance. May I also keep on enjoying His spiri- 
health and full of joy _ tual food and living water to strengthen my spirit. 
and peace! Mywife Under His guidance and instruction I have the 
Lily and I thank God especially for the following hope that His teaching and word are with me as 
blessings over these last 10 years: the lantern for my feet and as the light on the road. 


Paul Lai’s ordination as priest in the Diocese of Long Island, USA: June 4, 2011 


May I continually strive to be a good servant of the 
Lord. 


2. Continuous prayer of others. My wife Lily and I 
are so grateful to all those who pray for us in our 


duties, our responsibilities and in our ministry. As 
we travel around the diocese visiting our churches 
and projects, as we travel overseas visiting dioceses 
and attending conferences, we have seen the Lord’s 
mercy and protection, and God continually gives us 
wisdom, strength and the ability to faithfully serve 
Him. 


3. Encouragement and support of others. In our 
daily service Lily and I always share and encourage 
each other, that we should always do our best. We 
should always be careful when we speak and in 
what we do. For the last 10 years, ever since I 
moved into the bishop’s office, I have always kept 
the group photo taken at my consecration 
(November 25, 2000) hanging on the wall behind 
my desk. This always encourages me to remember 
that so many Christian brothers and sisters in the 
faith pray for us. I should therefore always be hon- 
est and trustworthy to serve the Lord and serve the 
people. May I always remain loyal to the vow that I 
took at my consecration. 


4. Unity. I pray and hope that all our clergy and 
church members will be of one mind, united in do- 
ing our best in our duties and ministries to be good 
and loyal servants of the Lord. As in the Biblical 
Parable of the Talents, whatever gifts we have been 
given, may we always be willing to use them for the 
glory of God. 


At our spring clergy retreat this year we used the 
SWOT analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportuni- 
ties, Threats) to share with each other very honestly 
about our different ministries. Each person had 20 
minutes to tell their stories, and it was a wonderful 
time of openness and sharing together. We re- 
minded ourselves that we are all living sacrifices 
relying on God’s mercy and faithfulness. 


This photo of me (see photo left) preparing for 
hang-gliding (taken last year in the mountains of 
Taitung, east Taiwan) reminds me that Almighty 
God is a God of mercy, love and faithfulness; He is 
the best supporting coach in life! He is the best per- 
son to accompany us on the way of truth and in 
ministry. He will never stop encouraging us and 
purifying our souls and minds so that we can be- 
come ever more loyal and faithful servants of the 
Lord. 


Recent media reports in Taiwan have exposed sev- 
eral scandals whereby plasticizers have been added 
to foods and chemical additives added to meat. Ina 
similar way, when the spiritual equivalent of plasti- 
cizers 1s added to our lives, this can affect our rela- 
tionship with God. We start to lack respect for God, 
we disregard the commandments and teachings of 
the Lord, and we start living as Pharisees, proud in 
word and action. Putting chemical additives in 
meat in a spiritual context means that we start to 
place profit, money and wealth, power and influ- 
ence above all else; we compromise our beliefs, we 
start to enjoy material comforts more than our rela- 
tionship with God, we start to ignore the teachings 
of the law and the commandments. 


The mission goal of the diocese this year is to see 
our families converted and whole families worship- 
ing together. I have found that many of our 
churches have achieved this goal, but I challenge all 
of us to continue working hard to encourage more 
families to become Christian families. Let us be 
united in our mission to be more faithful, obedient, 
and humble, and to truly depend on Almighty God. 


Once again, thank you and please do keep on pray- 
ing for us, for my family, and for the ministry of the 
diocese. I encourage you all to be a part of this 
ministry through your prayers, for we are all disci- 
ples of the Lord, children of Almighty God. 


NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE 


Bishop Lai and President Chen Jean-Lien of St. 
John’s University attended the CUAC (Colleges and 
Universities of the Anglican Communion) Triennial 
Conference at The University of the South, Tennes- 
see, USA from May 22-26. 


Dr. Sharon Prentis, from the University of Hudders- 
field, UK, visited St. John's University from May 24 
to June 1. Asa clergy spouse and also an ordinand 
at Mirfield College, Diocese of Wakefield, she was 
also warmly welcomed by the diocese and visited 
many churches and outreach ministries. 


Bishop and Mrs. Lily Lai, together with Rev. 
Charles C. T. Chen and his wife MaryJo visited 
Cambridge-Ellis School, Boston, USA from May 
30—June 3. Cambridge-Ellis is the sister- 
kindergarten of St. James’ Kindergarten, Taichung. 


Paul Lai, elder son of Bishop Lai, was ordained 
priest in the Diocese of Long Island, USA on Satur- 
day June 4. 
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Choir of St. Mary’s Cathedral, Edinburgh visit Bishop Lai! 


A group of 19 young people from St. Alban’s 
Church, Washington DC, USA, led by Rev. Jered 
Webber-Johnson, former mission volunteer in the 
Diocese of Taiwan, visited Taiwan on a pilgrimage 
from June 20-29. 


A team of 5 youth and 2 leaders, the Vancouver 
Youth Team, visited the Diocese of Taiwan from 
our companion diocese, New Westminster, Canada, 
from July 20 to August 5. 


The choir of St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Edin- 
burgh, Scotland visited Taiwan from July 22 to 28 
as part of a concert tour of Asia, and performed at 
the National Concert Hall, Taipei. 35 members of 
the choir and chaperones visited the diocesan office 
on July 25 at the invitation of Bishop Lai to drink 
tea and to learn about the art of tea. (see photo) 


Professor William Lawing and his wife Cynthia vis- 
ited the Diocese of Taiwan from July 26 to August 


10, for 4 concert performances at St. Paul’s Church, 
Kaohsiung, St. John’s Cathedral, Taipei, Taichung 


Northern Deanery Junior High School Students 


Summer Camp, Ping-lin. 


University of Education (organized by St. James’ 
Church) and Advent Church. The Lawings kindly 
donated their time, and a collection was held after 
each concert, all proceeds donated to Advent 
Church Building Fund for the new Bishop James 
Wong Memorial Church Center. A grand total of 
almost NT$ 160,000 was raised. 


A group of youth from the diocese, led by Rev. 
Richard Lee and Rev. Simon Tsou, visited St. 
Stephen's High School, Manila, Philippines from 
July 26 to August 3 for mission outreach to the stu- 
dents. 


Following the visit of Rev. Steve Maina, Director of 
CMS (Church Mission Society) New Zealand from 
April 2-4; Mr. Darryll Paddison, also from CMS 
New Zealand, visited the Diocese of Taiwan from 
August 13 to 26. 


Bishop and Mrs. Lily Lai visited Hong Kong for the 
100th birthday celebration on Sunday August 21 of 
Mrs. Pong, widow of the Rt. Rev. James Teh-Ming 

Pong, Bishop of Taiwan 1971-1980. 


Bishop Lai celebrated his 10th anniversary as dioce- 
san bishop on St. Bartholomew's Day, August 24 
with a Thanksgiving Service at St. John’s Cathe- 
dral, followed by a similar service at St. Timothy’s 
Church, Kaohsiung on August 27. 


At the time of writing, Bishop and Mrs. Lily Lai are 
attending the House of Bishops of the Episcopal 
Church in Quito, Ecuador. On their return journey, 
they will visit Osaka on September 25, to sign the 
companion agreement with the Diocese of Osaka 
for a third period of a further 3 years. 


There has been a large number of summer camps 
throughout July and August all around the diocese. 
Individual churches organized their own summer 
camps, and in addition there were those residential 
summer camps organized by the northern and 
southern deaneries for children and young people of 
all different ages. This photo shows northern dean- 
ery teenagers gathered in Ping-Lin, Taipei County, 
along with Bishop and Mrs. Lily Lai. 


NEWS FROM OUR COMPANION DIOCESE: DIOCESE OF OSAKA, JAPAN 
NSKK Anglican Church in Japan asks the Japanese Government to protect people’s lives 


from Nuclear Disaster 


Six months have passed since the nuclear disaster 
occurred at the Ist Nuclear Power Plant in Fuku- 
shima. We consider the sufferings of those people 
who have been exposed to the radioactivity emitted 
by the nuclear reactors and who are forced to live in 
the surroundings contaminated by the radiation. We 
pray that this situation may come to a solution as 
soon as possible. We also thank the NPP workers 
for their efforts to bring the nuclear reactors under 
control in spite of their own lives. 


The NSKK Peace and Justice Committee has exam- 
ined what attitude we should take toward the nu- 
clear power generation, what kind of situation the 
people are placed in the disaster-hit areas, and how 
the suffering people are feeling about the nuclear 
power plants. On June 5, World Environment Day, 
we sent to all the congregations of NSKK a pam- 


phlet under the title, “The nuclear power generation 
is NEVER the solution to the global warming,” is- 
sued by the Japanese Roman Catholic Church. 


As a result of the intensive examination and study, 
we have found it the most urgent task of advocacy 
to protect the life created by God. We must strive 
to protect the life of the people exposed to the dan- 
ger of radiation, children and those pregnant, among 
others. From the standpoint of defending the live- 
lihood and life of the people of the disaster-affected 
areas and the whole country, we should request the 
Japanese government to take adequate measures and 
actions against the nuclear disaster. We consider it 
necessary to dedicate ourselves to the cause of pro- 
tecting people’s life, free from any political stand- 
point. 


The NSKK P&J Committee submitted the request to the government in the name of Bishop Rt. Rev. Shoji 


Tani, chairman of the committee, as follows: 


To: Mr. Naoto Kan, Prime Minister 


Mr. Banri Kaieda, Minister of Economy and Industry 


Mr. Takeshi Hosono, Minister of Managing the Nuclear Accidents 


July 21, 2011 


REQUEST CONCERNING THE NUCLEAR DISASTER AT FUKUSHIMA NPP 


Four months have passed since the nuclear disaster occurred at the 1st Nuclear Power Plant in Fuku- 


shima caused by the Big Earthquake and Tsunami in Eastern Japan. The developments have shown that 


the radiation from the nuclear reactors seriously endangers people’s life and that the existence of nuclear 


power plants in Japan is to be questioned. 


The problems of nuclear power plants are: 


(1) Japan is a country which could be hit by earthquakes most frequently in the world. Nevertheless, the 


nuclear power plants have been built without taking adequate measures against 
large-scale earthquakes. The electricity companies have created a “myth of 
safety” without paying attention to the danger. 


(2) As shown in the Fukushima disaster, once an accident occurs, it can develop 
into a serious one leading to “melt-down”, thus emitting a large quantity of radia- 


tion. 


(3) There is no established technology to deal with used nuclear fuel. The nu- 
clear waste will continue to increase, with no adequate measures against radioac- 


tivity. 


(4) Through the second cooling water, a large quantity of heat, which is not used 
for power generation, is discharged into the environment. Peace be to you ! 


(5) Altogether, the nuclear power generation is an imperfect technology to be 
used for peaceful purposes. 


Some people call for the resumption of the nuclear power operation right now. But this is nothing but a 
logic which takes no account of the lives of people. From the standpoint of protecting people’s lives and 
the natural environment which fosters a wide variety of life created by God, we call for the following: 


(1) To establish a strict safety standard in terms of radiation exposure, external and internal, and publish its 
scientific and medical foundation. Strictly measure the radiation exposure (near the ground surface) in all 
parts of Western Japan, not to speak of Fukushima Prefecture, and help babies, children, young people and 
pregnant women — priority should be given to them — to evacuate those areas where alarming dose of radia- 
tion has been detected. Take necessary actions to accept the evacuating people in other areas. Prevent 
babies and children from being exposed to radiation, taking adequate measures, including washing away 
and removal of radioactive substances from the environment. 


(2) To make a continued survey, for the coming decades, of the effect of radiation on the physical condi- 
tion of the people living in the contaminated areas and provide them with necessary medical treatment. 


(3) To make a continued survey of the contamination of the food supply, and publish all the results. 


(4) To review the current anti-earthquake measures at all the nuclear reactors in view of the historical re- 
cords of earthquakes for the past 1000 years at the sites so that the structures may be made strong enough 
to survive such a big earthquake and tsunami as the one which occurred on March 11. Never resume the 
operation of the nuclear power plants before the consensus of the residents and communities of the areas 
where the plants are located is obtained on a scientific foundation. 


(5) To scrap the antiquated nuclear power plants by taking adequate measures not to emit radiation, and 
not to construct new nuclear power plants. 


(6) To promote the development of new power generation systems using renew- 
able natural resources, including solar energy, wind power and geothermal 
power. Reform the power supply policy so that the development of new power 
resources may not be obstructed, including the use of the power supply from in- 
dependent power suppliers. 


NSKK Peace and Justice Committee Chairman SHOJI TANI 
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A visit to Boston Cambridge-Ellis School, 
Companion School of St. James’ Kindergarten, Taichung 
By Rev. Charles C.T. Chen, Rector Emeritus of St. James’ Church, Taichung 


Together with the Rt. Rev. and Mrs. 
David J. H. Lai, my wife, Mary Jo, and I 
were so happy to visit Cambridge-Ellis 
School (CES) in Boston for 5 days. Be- 
ginning on May 30th, it was a splendid 
opportunity for all of us to travel together 
once again. It is honest to say that the trip 
was very beneficial to everyone’s health, 
as we were all sharing and laughing and 
were very joyful together. Most important 
of all, the visit to CES at this time was an 
especially significant and valuable occa- 
sion because it took place during the time 
when CES was celebrating the 30th anni- 
versary of the school. Coincidentally, at 
the same time CES and St. James’ Kindergarten 
reached five years of experience in our companion- 
ship of providing teacher exchange in the area of 
pre-school education since the summer in 2006. Our 
visit with Bishop and Mrs. Lai symbolizes that we 
have moved forward with a giant step and placed a 
new milestone along the path of our close relation- 
ship and co-operation. We look forward to seeing 
where that path leads us together in the future. 


At Logan Airport in Boston, Ms. Jenifer Demko, 
the director of CES, met us personally and gave us 
an exuberant welcome at her home in Newton 
where a big and fabulous dinner party was held. It 
was attended by the members of the school board 
and the staff of CES, altogether about 30 people. 
We had a tremendous and unforgettable welcoming 
party upon the evening of our arrival in Boston! 


CES is located in Cambridge, in the vicinity of Har- 
vard University. Generous accommodation arrange- 
ments were made for us to stay four nights at The 
Charles Hotel, in the central part of Harvard Square. 
It was such a memorable visit, and they were so 
kind and gracious to host us in such a wonderful 


Bishop and Mrs. Lai, Rev Charles and Mrs. Chen, CES Director Jenifer 
Demko and husband Greg enjoying Boston seafood! 


way. We were greatly surprised, and enjoyed our 
stay at this super and luxurious hotel. It was nice to 
be able to walk around and see everything so nearby 
including the Charles River and a beautiful park. 


I want to mention that in Boston, the name 
‘Charles’ has been very significant in the develop- 
ment and formation of the city. (Just by coinci- 
dence, my English name is Charles, so this is of 
special interest to me.) A person can find in Boston 
not only the Charles Hotel, but also Charles Street, 
the Charles River and even a Charles Town and so 
on.... So why, in Boston, is the name ‘Charles’ so 
popular? Based on my understanding, it is because 
Charles Bulfinch was the person whose early archi- 
tectural designs set the tone for the city that ex- 
panded onto this transformed landscape. Certainly, 
his followers confirmed this early standard of excel- 
lence and imaginative design and carried on offer- 
ing much more creative designs which establish and 
characterize Boston nowadays. We had the wonder- 
ful opportunity to stay at and enjoy this splendid 
hotel that was named for this historical and famous 
character, Charles Bulfinch. No wonder we had 
feelings of being surrounded by great nobility and 
were exceedingly exhilarated during this journey. 


Our four-day itinerary was compact, and we treas- 


ured every interesting and worthwhile minute. 


We were so pleased to be able to say that we 
brought rare bright sunshine to Boston being as dis- 
tinguished guests from Taiwan. But unfortunately, 
at the same time, we also brought a threat and fear 
of tornados that they seldom experience! I remem- 
ber that while we were there, there was a tornado 
warning; a fierce tornado struck Springfield, not so 
far away from Boston. Later, we learned that there 
were four fatalities and about 14 people missing. 
That impressed upon me that life is really short and 
transient and can be overwhelmed by uncertainties 
and unpredictable disasters and tragedies! We are 
weak, fragile, and sojourners in this temporary 
world! We are helpless and can sorely rely only 
upon God’s guidance and protection in our own per- 
sonal pilgrimage. 


During this short trip, we clearly saw passion and 
enthusiasm in the classrooms, in the interaction with 
parents, in the teaching materials, in the attitudes of 
the teachers, and in the faces of the children. It 
was an honor to meet as many of the board mem- 
bers and parents as we did, as well as the teachers 
and children. We would especially like to thank 
Ms. Karen Whittredge, CES Assistant Director, 
and all the staff for their hard work, and for the 
exciting visits to the Art Museum, the impressive 
concert at the historical opera theatre, and for the 
fascinating tour of the poignant and hopeful city 
of Boston, as well as all the delicious meals and 


the dinner fellowship. 


In addition to the wonderful experiences 
that we had at CES, we also had the mar- 
velous opportunity to visit the Episcopal 
Divinity School at Harvard. I recall having 
a particularly enjoyable meal and tea fel- 
lowship with reputed artists responsible 
for the artwork in Advent Church, Tai- 
wan, Mr. and Mrs. Lyn Hovey and Mr. 
Michio Ihara (see photo left). There was a 
lot of joy and jokes shared with them and 
with our co-workers and old friends in Christ, Rev. 
Canon Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Pang, and former 
priest of the English congregation at Good Shep- 
herd Church, Taiwan, Rev. Diane Wong (see photo 
below). Most especially, we had the privilege of 
meeting and worshiping together with bishops and 
staff of the Boston Diocese: Bishop Shaw, Bishop 
Bud, and Bishop Gayle. How nice and gracious it 
was by God’s providence and permission that we 
had such fruitful friendship and love in Christ. 
Boston is in a country on the ‘other side of the 
world’, very far away from Taiwan, but God’s 
providence enabled us to strengthen our mutual love 
and common mission in Christ’s ministry! What a 
marvelous and beautiful thing it is! 


We had a beautiful time with terrific renewal of 
friendships, and we learned a lot in Boston. In clos- 
ing, I want to emphasize that every part of the 


schedule was perfect and we are very grateful. 
Therefore, on behalf of all of us, I want to say that 
we render all of our praises and thanksgivings to 


A Spiritual Biography: Rev. Paul Lai 


Paul Lai, elder son of Bishop David and Mrs. Lily Lai was ordained priest on June 4, 2011. 
Here he shares his personal journey of faith 


I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard My people cry. All who dwell in dark and sin, My hand will save. 


I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. Who will bear My light to them? Whom 
shall I send? 


Refrain: Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? I have heard You calling in the night. I will go Lord, if You lead me. 
I will hold Your people in my heart. 


This is one of the verses from a contemporary 
Christian hymn composed by Daniel L. Schutte. It _ 
is about God calling people to serve and care for 
God’s people. This is what Isaiah, Samuel and 
many others have experienced throughout the 
ages. Instead of talking about how God is cailing 


me, looking back, I am seeing how God is shaping 7 


me to answer God’s calling. 


I was born and raised in Tainan, Taiwan, as the 
product of first generation Christian parents. Early 
on my younger brother and I were introduced to 
praying and the Lord’s Prayer. Soon, we devel- 
oped a habit of praying before going to bed and 
would usually start off by saying The Lord’s 
Prayer first. Often time, The Lord’s Prayer would 
be the only thing in our prayers, although some- 
times, when we were not in a hurry to sleep, we 
would pray for other things, including people 
around us. Today, praying before sleeping is still a 
very important part of my daily life. 


In our early years of elementary education, attend- 
ing Sunday school and Sunday morning service 
would become part of our life. We heard many Bi- 
ble Stories and sang many songs which referred to 
different people and miracles in the Bible. We 
would often discuss what kind of animals Noah 
might have gathered, how Moses could separate the 
Red Sea, and, most of all, how Abraham could live 
for so long. A couple of years later, we became aco- 
lytes and started to help out during the services. At 


the same time, we started to notice that we spent our 


Sunday mornings a bit differently from our class- 
mates. While our classmates were talking about the 
latest cartoon episode of The Transformers in 
school on Monday mornings, we would look puz- 
zled, wondering what they were talking about. We 
would realize later on that there was no way we 
could catch those cartoons, as they were always on 
during the Sunday morning service. Since then, I 
have yet to watch an episode of those cartoons, but I 
have rarely missed a Sunday morning service. 


In junior high school, religious topics started to pop 
up in text books. In our study of world history, the 
concept of BC (Before Christ) and AD (Anno 
Domini) was introduced. I was surprised to know 


that Jesus Christ was somewhat involved in this. 


Studying further, I started to know how important a 
role religion plays in western culture. Art, music, 
law, government system and even conflicts and 
wars: Christianity took a part in all of them. By the 
time we studied Chinese history, we learned mis- 
sionaries came to China, how they contributed and 
accomplished many things during their stay. They 
also brought Christianity. Along the way, other re- 
ligions were being introduced as well. The differ- 
ence between Eastern religions such as Buddhism 
and Taoism and the Western religion of Christianity 
and Catholicism started to create tension and played 
a major role in the last couple of centuries. I guess 
history would have something to do with the low 
percentage of Christian Population in Taiwan and 
China. As a young Christian, I was definitely differ- 
ent from my classmates and could be considered as 
in the minority group. 


My senior high years were spent in attending public 
high school in Toronto, Canada from 1991 to 1994. 
Since my parents were still in Taiwan, I started to 
learn how to make decisions on my own. Things 
such as when to wake up, what to eat, what to study 
and what to be in the future were in my mind con- 
stantly. While there were so many seemingly unlim- 
ited possibilities for me, I was really glad that I did 


not have to choose 
what to do on Sunday 
mornings. In fact, 
counting down to the 
arrival of Sunday was 
one of the things I of- 
ten did back then. Even 
though I kept up with 
the weekly phone call 
and letters back and 
forth with my family, I 
was physically away. 
However, I realized 
that I also belonged in 
another family. As 
some of my classmates 
were from all over the 
world and had an “adopted family” to turn to, I had 
a Church family. With the weekly fellowship and 
services, I was never alone. 


I came to New York in time to start my college edu- 
cation. While most of my friends were bombarded 
with acceptance letters from at least a handful of 
schools, I had an easy time dealing with the only 
school that wanted me. As an engineering student, I 
spent the next four years gathering technical, ana- 
lytical and problem-solving skills. In my senior 
year, when most of my classmates were showing off 
their job offers and compensation packages, I al- 
ready knew where I would be working. When it was 
time for me to switch job two years later, I had an 
easy time accepting the only offer I got. A year and 
a half later, when I felt the need to bridge the gap 
between technical skills and business practices, I 
went back to school for a technology management 
graduate degree. I graduated from the only school 
that I applied to. Since graduation, I have been 
working as a System Analyst in the only company 
that offered me this position. While most of my 
peers are living with ample opportunities but lack of 
time and knowledge to choose wisely, I am living a 
destine path. Looking back on my crossroads, or the 
lack thereof, I started to sense God’s hand in all of 
them. 


During the fall semester of my junior year in col- 
lege, I went through the Lay Eucharistic Minister’s 
training. Since that training, on top of being a regu- 
lar acolyte, I also served as a Lay Eucharistic Minis- 
ter. While the concept of being called to serve is not 
new to me, | also started to explore other ways I 
could serve in the church. The term “ministry” had 
planted a seed in me; I would try to put myself into 
different roles or tasks in church. Thus far, I have 
not mastered much of anything, but I have learned 
so much from the experience. I have also come to 
enjoy working with and serving people. Through 
out all this, I have always kept a willing heart and 
open mind. I do not know clearly what my 
“ministry” will be or where will I end up, but listen- 
ing to and trusting God has a deeper meaning to me 
now more than ever. 


Along the way, I have been told on different occa- 
sions that I should go to seminary. While I have 
never dismissed that suggestion, I did not pay spe- 


cial attention to it. It was not until I safely com- 
pleted a project that required me to be at forty dif- 
ferent sites on forty consecutive weekday nights 
that helped me to go to seminary. 


In my seminary years, like many, I was challenged, 
shaped and conformed. Through different field 
placements, I was exposed to varied ministry set- 
tings. I got a better scope of the wideness of what 
serving God really means. I have also got to know 
that parish ministry is where I will be for a long 
time. Rightly so, I am being assigned to be at a par- 
ish starting this month (St. Paul’s Church, College 
Point). 


As an engineer, problem solving is my nature. How- 
ever, I have yet to be able to rationalize or even ex- 
plain how and why things happened in my life. I do 
know for certain that God has called me. Not sure 
what the reason HE is calling me, I can’t help but to 
answer “Yes Lord, I am here.” 


Paul Lai’s ordination as priest, Diocese of Long Island, June 4, 2011 


1] 


Congratulations on the Priesthood Ordination of Rev. Paul Chun-Yu Lai 
By Rev. Charles C.T. Chen 


Newly ordained priest, the Rev. Paul Chun-Yu Lai 
is the first son of the Right Rev. David Jung-Hsin 
Lai, the Bishop of Taiwan. It is very worthwhile for 
us to extend our warm congratulations (“Gong-Si” 
in Chinese) to the Lai family on Paul’s ordination to 
the priesthood on June 4th 2011 at St. Luke’s 
Church, Forest Hills, New York in the Diocese of 
Long Island. The celebrant and preacher was the Rt. 
Rev. Lawrence C. Provenzano, the Bishop of Long 
Island while the concelebrant was the Rt. Rev. 
David Jung-Hsin Lai, the Bishop of Taiwan, with an 
attendance of about 40 clergy and 300 lay people. 


My wife, Mary Jo and I felt honored and privileged 
to participate in the ordination at St. Luke’s Church 
where the rector, Rev. Thomas F. Reese assisted in 
the ordination. Paul was ordained as a priest after 
having served as a deacon for about a year at St. 
Luke’s under the direction of Fr. Reese, who has 
visited the Church in Taiwan. As far as I know, Paul 
is the first person raised in Taiwan and sent by the 
Standing Committee and Bishop of Taiwan to be 
presented as the first missionary from the Taiwan 
Episcopal Church to the Episcopal Church in the 
USA; and ordained as a priest by the Bishop of an 
American Episcopal diocese. And he is worth being 
regarded as a wonderful thanksgiving gift to the 
Episcopal Church in America from the Taiwan Dio- 
cese, since the Episcopal Church in the States was 
the great benefactor in the restoration of the Episco- 
pal Church in Taiwan after the Second World War. 
We felt it to be a great honor and very meaningful 
to be representatives from Taiwan. I also appreci- 
ated taking part in the ordination, in that I was in- 
vited to serve as one of the four presenters in the 
ceremony. 


The service was marvelous with excellent music 
and impressive preaching. We enjoyed the choir's 
brilliant singing and the Litany for Ordination with 
chant conducted by the Litanist, Dr. Samuel 


Cheung, Warden of the Church of our Savior, Man- 
hattan. The preaching of Bishop Provenzano was 
short but inspiring with lots of spiritual impact. 


At the beginning, the Bishop challenged all of the 
congregation that “the baptismal font is a great 
equalizer in the midst of the people of God — our 
dignity, responsibility and authority all begin in its 
waters — and whether or not one is called to the 
ministry, lay or ordained, or whether one is or- 
dained a deacon, priest or bishop — our common 
mission and ministry find its character in the com- 


mon experience of baptism’. Soon after that he 
quoted a verse from Matthew’s Gospel: ‘He had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd...’ and 
continuously laid stress on the fact that “we are in 
the midst of a harassing world and in a helpless 
state, so that we need shepherds; and dignity for the 
priest must be found in humility and service, it must 
be found in the substance of our sincere prayer life 
and duty bound dedication to the community of the 
baptized- who are the people of God, the Church.” 


Further on, the Bishop quoted words from Michael 
Ramsey, the 100th Archbishop of Canterbury, who, 
preaching at the ordination of a priest, said: “... the 
credibility of the ordained priesthood is to be found 
in its representative significance as a gathering up 
of the roles which belong to the whole church”. 
Based on this idea, the Bishop further challenged us 


by saying: "The members of the 
Church must know theology; the 
priest must be a person of theol- 
ogy; the Church must provide rec- 
onciliation in the midst of a broken 
world; the priest must be a living 
reconciler not a divisive individ- 
ual; the Church must pray and 
teach the world to pray; the priest 
must be a person of sincere and 
devoted prayer; the Church must 
be fed and feed the world through 
our liturgy; the priest must be a 
person of the Eucharist.” 


Finally, the Bishop described the important relation- 
ship between the shepherd and the sheep and 
charged the new priest and the congregation: "There 
can be no real shepherd without the sheep. There is 
no priest without the people of God. "And he also 
quoted the words of the old Prayer Book, "have al- 
ways, therefore, printed in your remembrance how 
great a treasure is committed to your charge — they 
are the sheep of Christ, which he bought with his 
death and for whom he shed his blood.” The Bishop 
continued to say: “Have compassion on them for 
often they and you will be harassed and helpless. 
Today you become a shepherd in their midst — a 
priest in the midst of God’s people. Keep on doing 
the things that you have learned and received and 
heard and seen — and the God of peace will be with 
you and them — always.” 
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Following Bishop Provenzano’s preaching, Bishop 
Lai responded with his heartfelt gratitude for the 
Bishop and the whole Diocese of Long Island for 
generously and graciously supporting and training 
Paul to be a priest today, and sincerely welcomed 
every one of them to come and visit the Diocese of 
Taiwan for the further strengthening of our mutual 
love, friendship and partnership in mission for 
Christ our Lord. 


Right after the recessional hymn, I was very 
touched to see that Bishop Provenzano was humbly 
kneeling down for the blessing of the newly or- 
dained priest, Father Paul, and there was a crowd of 
people in a long queue looking for blessings from 
new priest and all of the senior priests. It took more 
than an hour to finish all these personal and intimate 
blessings. I was deeply impressed by the vivid sce- 
nario: it is a very good tradition for the Diocese of 
Taiwan to learn from and to practice so as to culti- 
vate this kind of devotional way of life on this spe- 
cial occasion. 


On the day following Paul's ordination it was the 
Sunday before Pentecost, the Sunday arranged for 
Paul to give a sermon. We went to visit St. Luke’s 
Church again. Paul’s preaching was short and pow- 
erful. | was most impressed that at the last part he 


preached about “oneness” in Christ. He stated that 
“the only way to withstand fierce elements of the 
world is to stay together. Disunity is their greatest 
threat. These days when we think of threats we usu- 
ally think of something that could be catastrophic — 
EARTHQUAKE, FLOOD, TORNADO, NU- 
CLEAR ACCIDENT. But, Jesus says our greatest 
threat is divisiveness or disunity. Without “oneness” 
we will perish or become “worldly”... Amidst all 
that threatens to break us apart in this world, rela- 
tionships are the key to survival. ... These links are 
not chains that lock us up but bonds of love that link 
us up for fuller life. The more we are one, the more 
we will be an effective church in the world.” 


In conclusion, Paul 
stressed that “as we 
are sailing toward the 
closing of the Easter 
season, toward an un- 
charted sea of the sea- 
son of Pentecost, we 
are forewarned of the 
rough current and 
forceful storms that 
will be in front of us. 
We are reminded that 
we can be one in 
Christ with patience and prayers and that God will 
protect, support, restore and strengthen us." 


It was really a very special occasion that we were 
able to be present in Paul’s new life at the beginning 
of his priesthood, as he devoted and dedicated his 
whole life and family to Christ. I still have a very 
sweet recollection that we were at Flushing when 
Paul got married at St. George’s Church, about six 
years ago. We were so pleased to come back to see 
him again. Now he has had two children, a girl, 
Amber, and a boy, Nathan. He really has a sweet 
and harmonious family with his beautiful and able 
wife, Lydia enjoying abundant blessings from God. 


During our stay in Flushing, we were also very 
pleased to visit Bishop Lai’s second son and daugh- 
ter-in-law, Andrew and Sarah, in their new home at 
New Port Jersey city in Brooklyn, quite close to 


Manhattan. They are all very intelligent and suc- 
cessful and engaged in good jobs. They had a good 
education in the States. New Port is a very new 
beautiful city being developed after the terrible dis- 
aster of 9/11. We had a nice fellowship and enjoyed 
a good Japanese meal together to celebrate the great 
event of Paul's ordination to the priesthood. 


Life is short and transient but it is full of challenges 
and new opportunities. I remember vividly that 
while Paul’s father was a teenager, he and his 
brother and sister were living very close with us, 
just a distance of upstairs and downstairs in the 
same building in Kaohsiung while I was a seminar- 
ian. My wife, Mary 
Jo had some spiri- 
tual responsibility 
for looking after 
these three children 
because their father 
had entrusted them 
orally to my wife to 
look after them just 
before he died. 
Now, I am proud to 
say that we did en- 
courage them all to 
go to church and now they are all Christians. 


Marvelously, I am proud to say that at the time 
when I was going to retire from the Episcopal 
priesthood about ten years ago, his father, the Rev. 
David Lai was elected as Bishop of the Diocese of 
Taiwan. Now he is the Bishop and still has a long 
time to serve in the future. I mention this very spe- 
cially because I want to let you know how much it 
meant to my wife and me at this time in our retire- 
ment, to have opportunity to be a part of Paul's ordi- 
nation as well as visiting his family and his brother 
Andrew. Finally, let me quote a verse from I Corin- 
thians 15:10 “But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, 
I worked harder than all of them — yet not I, but the 
grace of God that was with me.” 


VISIT OF THE VANCOUVER YOUTH TEAM FROM OUR COMPANION 
DIOCESE, NEW WESTMINSTER, CANADA July 20—August 5, 2011 
‘Partners Across the Pacific’ by Phil Colvin 


Back in November 2010, 
Diocesan Youth Coordina- 
tor of the Diocese of New 
Westminster, Phil Colvin 
accompanied Bishop Mi- 
chael Ingham on a seven 
day visit to Taiwan. Part of 
the purpose of that trip was 
to affirm the continuation of 


be 


the decade long partnership 
between our two dioceses. It f 
became clear that one of the 
desires from both sides of 

the Pacific was to make sure 


that partnership was ex- 
pressed in more than just 
paper. So during that visit, plans were made to bring involved in a summer English camp being run for 


a team of young people from Vancouver Lower twenty students from Taiwan and Korea. As well as 
Mainland to Taiwan not just to visit but to play a sharing together in conversation classes and experi- 
part in the life of the diocese. ences of Taiwanese culture, the group travelled to- 


gether around Taipei. For Danielle, these visits were 


some of the highlights of the trip: “The trip to Tai- 
Eight months later, a team of five young people led Wan was possibly the best experience of my life. 
by Phil and Rev. Roberta Fraser from the parish of We saw so many incredible things and got to work 


St. Anselm’s got off a plane in Taipei, the Taiwan with many incredible people. Wandering around 
capital, at five in the morning. There we were Taipei sightseeing with the students of St. John's 
greeted by Catherine Lee, missioner from the University was something I will never forget.” (see 


United Kingdom and the team’s companion for our photo above of us all visiting Tam Kang High 
stay, and Dr. Yaowen Cheng from St. John’s Uni- School, Danshui) 


versity in nearby Danshui. We were also greeted by 
29 degree heat... a sign of what was to come! 
During our time at the university, we also got to 
travel around the northern part of Taiwan where we 
The Taiwan Youth team consisted of: Katie Cock- Cited anti benor churchestandeaw sane otihe 
rill from the parish of St. George’s in Maple Ridge, incredible work they are doing in their local com- 
Mark Galvani from St. Francis-in-the-Wood, Geoff nunities. Reflecting on the church in Taiwan, Geoff 


Martin from St. Anselm’s, Willow Martin Seed- writes: “Meeting so many people, almost all of 
house from St. Mark’s in Kitsilano and Danielle whom were extremely hospitable towards us, gave 
Taylor from Christ Church Cathedral. Their first me a vivid picture of what people in Taiwan are 
stop was St. John’s University, which is linked to like, their values, and the challenges faced by the 
the Episcopal Church in Taiwan, where we were Anglican church and those trying to live as Chris- 


Nf 


tians in this setting. While the Christian faith and 


churches aren’t well understood or entirely accepted 


in Taiwan, communities are still often in need and 
from what I could see the Anglican churches there 
have done an extremely good job serving them 
through their mission and ministry. The sheer 
amount of things these churches have been able to 
do with the resources at their disposal is extremely 
impressive, I’ve found it difficult to compare to 
mission in Canada. They have fully embraced the 
challenges facing them with a strong feeling of faith 
and mission, and the church leaders and members 
were more than happy to share both their successes 
and failures with us during our visits.” 


Mark was also struck by the amazing work being 
done by relatively small churches: “Visiting Taiwan 
was a very valuable experience for me as an Angli- 
can, as we got to see the church there growing and 
expanding into areas where people need it most, 
such as the St. Stephen’s Mission in a small suburb 
of Keelung. That’s a small mission plant of Holy 
Trinity Church in Keelung, which we visited. It’s 
amazing that Holy Trinity is such a small church 
but they are supporting their new mission church in 
a poor area which is operating partly as a commu- 
nity center.” Danielle adds, “The work that these 
churches are doing in their areas of town is mind 


Chungli farewell dinner 


Phil (left) and Mark (right) with their homestay family 


blowing. There are mission churches going on mis- 
sions to places such as the Philippines. There are 


churches in basements, and in people’s homes.” 


The two weeks at St. John’s University, in which 
we got to experience making Chinese style dump- 
lings and writing in traditional calligraphy, was fol- 
lowed by a final week working with a new mission 
outreach of Good Shepherd Church in the city of 
Chungli. Good Shepherd, like Holy Trinity, is en- 
gaging in incredible work planting a new church 
and beginning a ministry reaching out to children 
and their families. We were there to assist them 
with their first big initiative: an English Camp for 
over thirty children in a small storefront serving as 
the mission plant! 


Helping to teach, 
sing and play with 
children whose level 
of English might be 
very small was going 
to be one of the big- 
gest challenges of 
the trip (especially 
because our levels of 
Chinese were even 
smaller!) but, as 
Danielle remarks, it 
was also one of the 
most rewarding: 
“The work that we 


did with Good Shepherd Church and the children in 
the camp was incredible. Telling them the story of 
Joseph and all the different games we played has 
changed my view on not only teaching but also re- 
ligion because even though so many of these kids 
weren't religious they were still so engaged in what 
we were talking about.” The support and the hospi- 
tality shown by the Church to our team was equally 
as overwhelming as Willow recalled: “The average 
temperature while we were in Taiwan was usually 
in the high thirties, so we had been asking about air 
conditioning. Lily Chang, the priest at Good Shep- 
herd Church which runs the centre at Chungli, told 
us that they would have it installed by the time we 
got there because when she told the Bishop that the 
building renovation budget wouldn’t be enough to 
get air con on all the floors he had said, “Go ahead 
and get the air conditioning!” 


Part of what made the experience 
of the Good Shepherd English —C—rt— EE 
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Camp so special was that, instead 
of staying together for the week, 
team members went to homestays 7 
with members of the church and 
with non Christian families whose } 
children were taking part in the 
program. One of those staying 
with one of the non Christian 
families was Geoff, “Staying with i 
them was one of my favourite 
parts of my time in Taiwan. Their 
hospitality was incredible and 


Farewell, under the Vancouver clock at 


better understand many in my own community.” 


The close relationships developed by spending so 
much time with host families meant that saying 
goodbye at the end of the visit was going to be es- 
pecially difficult. After a final meal with team 
members, leaders from the Good Shepherd camp 
and host families, a group of two dozen gathered 
outside of the departure gates at the airport for long 
farewells. It was typical of a visit which, as Willow 
describes, had demonstrated what a loving and gen- 
erous people the Taiwanese are to their visitors: 
“We were welcomed so warmly and generously by 
everyone we met: our hosts at the university, our 
homestay families, and the people at the churches 
we visited. But.I think that one of the most amazing 
things for me is how hospitable and friendly all of 
the Taiwanese are. No matter 
where we went we were wel- 
comed and looked after. The 
best examples of the kind of 
hospitality preached by Jesus I 
have ever seen are the people I 
met in Taiwan. And I thank 
them from the bottom of my 
heart for being as kind and wel- 
coming as they are, and for 
showing me what it is possible 
to be.” 


We especially want to thank 
Bishop David and Lily Lai, 
Rev. Lily Chang, Catherine, Dr. 


their welcoming me into their 
home gave me the chance to see 
how a Taiwanese family func- 
tions. Their values were very family centered, every 
night we ate with their grandmother and uncle and 
family time was very important. They were inter- 
ested in seeing pictures of my family, wanting to 
understand the kind of family I came from so that 
they could better understand me. Their hospitality 
gave me an opportunity to see the culture that has 
influenced so many of Chinese heritage in Vancou- 
ver first hand in Taiwan, and I feel it’s helped me 


TaoYuan Airport! 


Yaowen Cheng and all the 
many other supporters, leaders 
and homestay families who made our visit so won- 
derful and memorable. We look forward to more 
chances to affirm our relationships with our broth- 
ers and sisters in Christ on the other side of the Pa- 
cific. Blessings to you all from the Diocese of New 
Westminster! 


Phil Colvin, Roberta Fraser, Katie Cockrill, Mark 
Galvani, Geoff Martin, Willow Martin Seedhouse 
and Danielle Taylor 


Impressions of Taiwan; the Diocese of Taiwan 


William Lawing 
Estes Millner Professor of Music, Davidson College, Davidson, NC, USA 


Our concert performances in Taiwan represented a 
return for Cynthia (#2442) of a concert tour she 


made in 1974 with her mother, hosted by Bishop 
James Pong and the Diocese of Taiwan. She had not 
had the opportunity to return since then, and I had 
never had the pleasure to visit Taiwan. When we 
approached Bishop Lai about the possibility of Cyn- 
thia’s returning and my having a first visit, he was 
most welcoming and enthusiastic in his invitation. 


My impressions as an American prior to coming 
were shaped more by whatever I had read in the 
news over the years, and I realized in hindsight that 
I had formed a skewed set of preconceptions of a 
small island inhabited largely by mainland expatri- 
ates. 


What I learned in our two weeks was that Taiwan is 
the home to the warmest, most civil, thoughtful, and 
helpful people. Our new friends in the Diocesan Of- 
fice, and in the various parishes in the four cities 
where we performed, were extremely gracious in 
their hosting. 
Bishop and 
Mrs. Lai gave 
us several 
days of their 
personal time 
to show us 
much of the 
beauty of Tai- 
wan, and to 
make sure 
that our every 
professional 
need was met. 
At each of 
our four ven- 


ues, the local 
churches and 
hosts put forth 
every effort to 
attend to us. In 
preparations of 
the concerts 
parishioners of 
every age were 
often involved, 
from children 
sweeping the 
floor, grown- 
ups moving fur- 
niture and pre- 


paring food, 
with sheer joy! The result was a series of concerts 
where we felt ourselves deeply welcomed by a most 
receptive audience. While our audiences showed 
us much gratitude for our concerts, we felt an even 
greater gratitude for the deep appreciation our audi- 
ences expressed at every venue. 


With nearly two weeks in Taiwan, we were able to 
plan some limited travel on our own, outside of our 
concert schedule. On these travels, we not only 
met many disciples of Christ, but we also came to 
see Taiwan as a country full of Good Samaritans. 
We have many stories we could relate of people 
who helped generously when we were lost or con- 
fused, and who altered their own plans to assist us 
in finding our way. We were befriended by a bus 
driver who personally drove us to our correct stop, 
several minutes from where we had mistakenly 
gone, and blocked our intended bus from leaving 
until we had boarded it. We met a rental car agent in 
Hualien who could not rent us a car, but who then 
left his store to help us find a competing dealer, and 
then staying for more than 30 minutes to serve as an 
interpreter. 


Our visits with each parish left us with the most 
wonderful impression that the Episcopal Church in 
Taiwan is truly thriving with vitality, love and 


warmth! 


In all four parishes we visited (and we truly hope 
that we could visit other parishes as well in future), 
we met the friendliest priests and their spouses, and 
some of their off-springs as well, many of them as- 
piring future Rectors and Vicars, and perhaps future 
Bishops as well. These and other young and eager 
Deacons hold the assurance that the next generation 
of the Episcopal Church in Taiwan will continue to 


thrive. 


We constantly witnessed and were touched by the 
parishioners’ love of Christ, their thriving parishes, 
and their well-run kindergartens, filled to capacity! 
In Kaohsiung we met a mother with two young chil- 
dren who recently left Japan, where her husband is 
still working. She felt very much alone until she 
found St. Paul’s Church. She now feels that she has 
found a new family, and has found Christianity in 


the process. 
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The recital in Taichung was sponsored and organ- 
ized by the parish of St. James and held at the Na- 
tional Taichung University of Education (see photo 


above). We appreciated the deep involvement of 
many young people and clergy who decorated the 
concert hall, created festive posters, and served as 
guides and ushers for the audiences as they arrived 
at the university. 


At Advent Church in Tamsui I was asked by Rev. 
David Chee to work with the young people on wor- 
ship music. It was a highlight for me, to see so 
many young musicians wanting to learn how to give 
praise and worship in a contemporary context. 


St. John’s Cathedral is a glorious house of worship. 
We were most privileged to be able perform there, 
and especially to be able to incorporate the magnifi- 
cent pipe organ in our concert. The organ is in itself 
a wonderful testament of the love and devotion of 
this parish and diocese to the worship of God. 


We encountered many talented children as well. 


During intermission at St. Paul’s the children’s 
choir from the kindergarten gave a splendid per- 
formance; at the Cathedral a family of musicians, 
dad, mom and children presented a most delightful 


musical ensemble! 


Writing of these experiences does not mean to di- 
minish the spectacular natural beauty of Taiwan: 
the enchanting landscape, from coast to mountain, 
the bountiful gifts, from the ocean to the many deli- 
cious agricultural products, and especially the lov- 
ing and warm people. There was so very much that 
we found spellbinding — and so much more that we 
were not able to experience in our limited time — 
that beckons our return. Above all, we were deeply 
touched, and deeply moved, by the countless acts of 
kindness we received, both from our new friends in 
the Diocese and from complete strangers whose 
names we do not know. We arrived in Taipei as vis- 
iting performers, but left feeling very much at 
home. We wish that our visit had been much longer, 
and we left with a great anticipation to return. 


YOUTH MISSION TRIP FROM DIOCESE OF TAIWAN TO ST. STEPHEN’S HIGH 
SCHOOL, MANILA, DIOCESE OF CENTRAL PHILIPPINES 


The Diocese of Taiwan Youth Mission to St. 
Stephen’s High School, Manila, Philippines was in 
response to an invitation by Principal Judy Tan to 
Bishop David Lai, on Bishop Lai’s visit to St. 
Stephen’s 2 years ago. His visit had been in con- 
nection with the Thanksgiving Service for the com- 
pletion of the St. James’ Church, Taichung and Dio- 
cese of Central Philippines link over the last 12 
years. It is great news that this Youth Mission 
could finally become a reality! 


The 9-day visit from July 26 to August 3 had taken 
weeks and weeks of planning and preparation. Led 
by Rev. Richard Lee, vicar of Trinity Church, Kee- 
lung and in charge of Youth Training in the Diocese 
of Taiwan, and Rev. Simon Tsou, deacon at St. Pe- 
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ter’s Church, Chia-Yi, there were also 9 youth and 
2 other leaders. One of these was Belinda, Rich- 
ard’s wife, and they took along their 2 small chil- 
dren too, a family mission! 


The highlights of the visit were as follows: 


Classes in Mandarin Chinese for the teachers and 
parents of St. Stephen’s High School, 30-40 adults 
attended each class, and there were many opportu- 
nities to share the Gospel with them. 


Among the children in the school the Youth Team 
held a total of 3 evangelistic meetings, 2 for the pri- 
mary-aged children and one for the junior high 


school aged children. At each meeting over 500 
children were present. About 80% of the children 
made decisions to follow Christ. 


Our Youth Team faced many challenges but also 
saw a lot of fruit from all their hard work. We also 
shared in the Saturday Fellowship at neighboring St. 
Stephen’s Church, giving our testimonies. It was a 
great experience for all! 


The biggest challenge for everyone was the weather 
~ over the 9 days we experienced 3 typhoons! 
These were serious enough to cause severe flooding 
and to cause the schools to be closed in Manila. 
The result was that our itineraries were constantly 
being rearranged and we had to be very flexible to 
change with them, fortunately we had done a lot of 
preparation before leaving Taiwan. Unfortunately 
many activities had to be cancelled. Our greatest 
challenge came on the final day. We had scheduled 
an evangelistic meeting for the final afternoon of 
our stay. At the last minute, due to the typhoon, the 
school had to announce it was closing at 12 noon, 
so we were given only 10 minutes notice to start our 
evangelistic meeting. We started at 11:15am and 


finished on time at 12 noon. On reflection, God 
blessed our efforts and we learned so much in the 
process about being flexible! 


Interestingly we discovered that the children under- 
stood more Taiwanese language than Mandarin Chi- 
nese, so we translated all the drama and testimonies 
into Taiwanese and spoke Taiwanese during the 
outreach events. Praise God that we had prepared 
so much beforehand so that we could be flexible in 


our timing! 


Special thanks to Principal Judy Tan and staff of St. 
Stephen’s High School for hosting our visit, for 
their warm hospitality and welcome. We also had 
the chance to visit the Prime Bishop of the Episco- 
pal Church in the Philippines, Edward Malecdan, 
and the Bishop of Central Philippines, Dixie Taclo- 
bao. We have been invited to return next year, or 
we hope that we can welcome a group from St 
Stephen's’ High School next year to come to Tai- 
wan to teach English, although trying to find a time 
when our school holidays coincide is very difficult. 
We look forward to further cooperation in the fu- 
ture! 


Diocese of Taiwan Youth Team _ welcomed by St. Stephen’s High School Board of Trustees 


CHURCH NEWS FROM AROUND THE DIOCESE OF TAIWAN: 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, PING-TUNG 
Rev. Keith Lee Jen-Cheng # $28 & HK Sf 


spring travel, some chil- 
dren and their parents 
from the local commu- 
nity also joined us (see 
photo left). 


5. The spring term of the 
children's weekend ac- 
tivities ended on June 25. 
The next term will start 
from Sep. 17. 


6. Many thanks to Ms. 
Chin-ing Lin, a kinder- 
garten parent from St. 
Andrew's mission, for 
presenting a second hand 
Yamaha piano to us. May 


_ God bless her love of the 
1. We are so glad that Mrs. Fang-yu Kuo and Chao- church. 
hung Kuo received Holy Baptism on Easter Eve. 7. Altar-flower arrangement training started on July 
They are both sisters of Ms. Mung-fung Kuo, one of 9, we hope we can train more members to join in 
our church members. the Altar flower service on Sundays, Ms. Ju-chi Chu 
2. We invited Mrs. Shu Bai-hui to come to St. is the leader, may God bless her service. 
Mark's to teach Thai food culinary skills to us, in- 8. On Saturday evening August 20, we invited the 
cluding some of our children's parents from the Rev. Samuel Liao, who was also our former priest 
community. Mrs. Shu will also come to St. Mark's 25 years ago, to come to give us a speech concern- 


again to teach us other different tastes 
on Sept. 17. Many of our church sisters | 
have been looking forward to learning 
from her. (See photo right) 


3. The father of Mrs. Chai-ling Chung 
(a member of our church) passed away 
on May 7, and the funeral was held on 
May 14 at Taitung Funeral Home. The 
Rev. Keith Lee went to Mrs. Chung's 
family in Taitung on May 12 to repre- 
sent St. Mark's to send our condolences 
to her and her family. 


4. St. Mark's Church went to Si-tou, a 
famous sightseeing point in Nantou for 


ing the history of the i 
former Archdiocese 
of the Anglican 
Church in Mainland 
China CHSKH. 
There were 14 of us 
who attended the 
speech, and all of us 
were interested in 
this topic and learn- 
ing. (see photo 
right) 

9. 12 church mem- 
bers (more than half ® ae - 


of our Sunday service attendance) attended the 
course of study on "Anglican liturgy and spiritual- 


ity" on September 10 held by the Southern Deanery. 


The speaker was the Rev. Canon David Chee. All 


participants, including brothers and sisters of St. 
Mark's learned lots about our Anglican faith during 
the speech. 


ST. ANDREW’S KINDERGARTEN, JIE-DING 


Rev. Keith Lee Jen-Cheng # £8 RX Ep 


1. The kindergarten students had an Easter egg hunt 


on the Wednesday of Easter week (Apr.27) after 
hearing the story of Jesus' resurrection. 


2. St. Andrew's teaching staff went to Hanlin Tea- 
house, to have dinner and share together; we had a 
wonderful fellowship! (see photo on p24) 


3. The graduating students of the kindergarten went 
to The National Science and Technology Museum, 
Kaohsiung for their graduation travel on June 18. 


4. The Happy Club (our Saturday children's activ- 
ity) finished their semester on June 25 and the new 
program started on September 3. This semester, we 
have 14 children participating. May God lead us to 
share the good news to 
all children. 


5. We invited Mrs. Shu 
to come to St. Andrew's 
to teach Thai food culi- 
nary skills to our kinder- 
garten parents. Around 
20 guests from our com- 
munity attended. All 
had fun and were so 
happy to learn new 
tastes! 


6. We had our own chil- 


dren's summer camp 


St. Andrew’s Kindergarten Teachers weekly Bible Study with Rev. Keith Lee 


from July 4-7, the Rev. Keith Lee was the main 
leader and Mr. Chu, a science teacher from Grace 
Church was a great help to us. We did summer va- 
cation homework, sang songs, listened to stories, 
watched movies, did science experiments, and went 
to An-pin Wetland Park to observe the ecology of 
birds. Thank you Mr. Chu for being a great help for 
us! 


7. The kindergarten graduation ceremony was held 
on July 22, we had 2 classes with a total of 35 
graduating students this year. Bishop Lai also at- 
tended and gave each graduate a blessing (see photo 
above). 


8. Ten of our kindergarten teachers plus the Rev. 
Keith & Mrs. Lee attended Bishop Lai’s 10th Anni- 
versary Thanksgiving Service on August 27 at St. 
Timothy's Church. We served as a choir in 
the service. Even though most of the kin- 
dergarten teachers are not yet Christians, 
they all felt it to be a real honor to serve at 
the service, and were well- rehearsed! We 
believe God will remember our serving 
hearts. 


9. Our kindergarten religious class for this 
semester began in mid-September. Our 
children all like to have this class, for they 
can sing songs, listen to stories, and watch 
drama performed by our teachers. It is an 
important ministry to our children and 
their souls! Please remember this work in 
your prayers. Thank you. 


ALL SAINTS CHURCH, KANG-SHAN 
Rev. Leo Tzeng Wen-Bin ee oo 


On May 31, Mrs. Shu Bai- 
Hwei, church member of St 
Timothy’s Church and chair 
of the ECW, came to teach our | 
members how to cook Thai 
food. We had a nice group of 
12 people gathered to learn 
her skills. 


On Sunday June 26, Bishop 
Lai came for a confirmation, 
one person was confirmed, see 
photo below. 


From July 26-28, each after- 
noon we held a children’s 


summer camp at All Saints with choruses, Bible who had been at All Saints all summer for her field- 
stories, activities, games and handicrafts (see photo work training, shared about her faith and calling 
above). 45 children attended and 15 adults came with the church 
; along to help. members (see 
photo right). 

From July 8- 

August 3, Trin- Qn Saturday Sep- 

ity Hall, the tember 10, the 

Anglican Southern Deanery 


Training Col- held a Life Re- 
lege of the dio- — pewal Day at All 
cese, held a Saints from 9:00- 
summer school 4:00pm, led by 

at All Saints for Rey David Chee. 
seminarians 35 people attended 
and evangelists from all over the south (see photo below). The fol- 
on the subject lowing day All Saints celebrated the Mid-Autumn 


| of Systematic Moon Festival with a nice meal at 6:30pm for 
Theology. Six classes were held over the one- church members. 


month period, each class 4 hours, making a total of 
24 hours of classes. Rev. Leo Tseng 77 
Wen-Bin was the lecturer. 


On August 7 we celebrated Chinese 

Fathers Day after the Sunday service 
with ice-cream, cakes, tea and cookies _ 
for all our church members. 


On August 26 after the Sunday ser- 
vice, seminarian Ms. Tsai Jing-Y1 
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ST. TIMOTHY’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG 
Rev. Justin Lin Jun-Ming #8 AZ 


On July 16-17 we held a summer camp at 
our outreach center in Jia-Shian. From 
August 16-20, we held a 5-day summer 
camp for children also in Jia-Shian for 
about 70 children from both Jia-Shian and 
neighboring Bao-Rong areas (see photo 
right). The theme for this camp was 
‘Love causes Light to shine out of our 
Lives’. At about the same time there was 
also a summer camp in Jia-Shian for 


young adults on the theme of “Being a true 


disciple’. 
the traditional foods given for Dragon Boat Festival, 
we also visited older people in the community. 


From July 17-19, St. Timothy’s Church held our 
retreat at Jing-Shan Jesuit Retreat Center in 
Changhua (see photo below), and then from July 
28-30, we held our family camp at Feng-Chi-Hu RC 
Church up in Alishan (see photo left) 


Starting in April, we now hold a weekly staff prayer 


and devotional meeting on Thursday evenings at St. 


os 


: — Timothy’s, and pray that as a result we may all 
On April 12, 2011, we started to hold Sunday Eve- —_ grow and mature in the Christian faith. 


ning Prayer Services in Jia-Shian, numbers vary up 
to about 14 people. We also hold a monthly chil- 
dren’s Joy Camp, 


and continue the 
schools ministry in 
the local elemen- 
tary schools. 


We also continue 
to help out and 
serve at Heng-chun 
Christian Hospital. 
On June 2 we went 
there to hand out 
gifts of Zhong-Zi, 
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ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, KAOHSIUNG. 
Rev. June Chou Yun-Guang /f £8 #4 &f 


Rev. Philip Ho Jeng-Long fy [KE x 


Thanks be to our dear Almighty Lord 
for His great mercy that St. Paul’s 
Church is stepping ahead progres- 
sively to get our congregation more 
together and have more concrete acts ' 
to spread the Holy Gospel to more 
people around. 


We have a growing relationship with 
the children of the Day-care classes, 
the little children and their parents of 
St. Paul Kindergarten, including the 
teachers. 


We had two new members baptized 

on April 23", Easter Eve. Three new members had 
their Confirmation on May 1“ by our Bishop David 
Lai. 


We have had more than double the number (14) of 
students for our Sunday school since September 4" 
and two young church brothers act as assistants for 
the teachers of Sunday school. 


A group of three church sisters and a church broth- 
ers called a good “noon meeting” to be a “life shar- 
ing team” after Sunday lunch to encourage each 
other while tasting a cup of coffee, starting on July 
cle 


We had a very highly classical trumpet and piano 
recital played by Dr. William Lawing and Mrs. 
Cynthia Lawing on July 30". 


We had seven members to act as coworkers in the 
Child and Youth Summer Camp which was held by 
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EP) Photo #1 


the Southern Deanery on August 10-11; there were 
56 students and 18 coworkers working together to 
teach children and young students to learn how to 
make friendship with God, themselves, others and 


environment. 


We have a very good relationship with a junior high 
school near our church to help students to become 
better characters by teaching them through a pro- 
gram named “Champions”. 


There is much good news to share with all our 
friends of the Anglican Community; but regrettably, 
we can only share some good news below for you 
because of the short space in this magazine. 


Photo #1 (above). We have increasing numbers of 
young students meeting together every Saturday 
evening. They sing hymns, play games, watch mov- 
ies, study the Bible and share their experiences in 
the Spirit and encourage each other to have better 
grades in school. 


Photo #2 (right photo). We had our 
Church Sister Group getting more to- 
gether to have fun such as making 
Easter Eggs or hand-made articles in 
their meeting. (Mrs. Liu is giving a 
special doll that was made of cloth 70 
years ago to Mrs. Wu.) 


Photo #3 (below). We have growing 
relationships with the children of the 
Day-care class of St. Paul Kindergar- 


Photo #2 


ten. 


Photo #3 


Photo # 4 (right) We had a very 
good action that remained a very 
sweet memory caused by having a 
good time B. B. Q. Party on the 
Moon Festival evening. After clean- 
ing the dinner of nice interaction 
among 35 sisters and brothers, we 
watched a very inspiring movie 
named “Facing the Giants”. We all 
got the confidence that WITH GOD 
ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE! 


ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, HUALIEN 


Rev. Joseph Wu Ming-Long #44 #é @ & 


Hualien was the 
location of this 
summer’s diocesan 
camp for college 
and university-aged 
students, organized 
by the diocesan 
Youth Dept, headed : 
by Rev. Richard 
Lee, vicar of Trinity 
Church, Keelung. 


Over 30 students 
participated and 
plenty of leaders. 


These young people 

are a great sign of hope for the Episcopal church, and we encouraged them in a life of service, helping oth- 
ers and in Bible studies and sharing together. It was wonderful to see the friendships made over the few 
days together and how the students have been keen to maintain these friendships in the weeks since the 
camp. (see photos on this page) 


In St. Luke’s Church, Hualien, we are thankful to 
Rev. Peter Chen and Rev. Elizabeth Wei for their 
regular help taking services. 


We are honored to have as one of our church con- 
gregation of St. Luke’s, Dr. Mei-Mei Lin, Profes- 
sor of History at National Dong-Hwa University, 
Hualien. Her special area of research is the Epis- 
copal Church in Mainland China and Taiwan. In 
June 2011, she presented a paper entitled: ‘The 
Episcopal Woman Missionaries and Their Mission- 
ary Work in 19th Century China: Evangelists of 
What?’ at the ‘International Conference on Women 
and Gender in Chinese Religions’ held at the Uni- 
versity of Macau. 


ST. PETER’S CHURCH, CHIA-YI 
Rev. Simon Tsou Tsai-Shin 48 F #7 & 


We have had a lot of interesting activities this sum- 


mer from June to August. 


On June 18 we invited Mrs. Shu Bai-Hwei, (##4 29), 
From August 18-19 we had a summer camp in our 


member of St. Timothy’s Church to our party to try 
church here at St. Peter’s. We were so pleased to 


Thai cooking. She taught us how to make three 


dishes of delicious foods (see photo above) . welcome 62 children to take part and 9 young peo- 


ple to lead this camp. Al- 


though we held it for just 
two days, we worked hard 
for these children. The 
young people were very 
nice, and they were so 
powerful to lead the chil- 
dren; and the children 
loved them so much (see 
photos). 


Day with Bishop Lai, and 
we gave a present to each 
of the fathers in our 

church (see photo above). | 


From August 11-12, we 
participated in the South- 
ern Deanery summer 
camp for children, it was 
very happy and great fun, 
and the children learned a 
lot of Bible stories. 


GRACE CHURCH, TAINAN 
Rev. Sam Cheng Ching-San #32 = # 


Rev. Sam Cheng is currently in 
Hong Kong spending this term at 
Ming-Hua Theological College. 
His wife, Julie is currently at their 
home in Taichung taking care of 
their daughter who has just given 
birth to Sam and Julie’s first grand- 
child, a boy. Congratulations! 


Bishop Lai has assigned Mr. Joseph 
Ho, newly graduated from Tainan 
Theological College, and his wife 
to Grace Church for this term. Jo- 
seph writes as follows: 


I am very happy to share the news from Grace 
Church. After Easter, our church had a weekend 
away in Nantou and Taichung on May 14 -15. We 
went to Chi-chi Train station, Sun Moon Lake yacht 
travel & cable car, Paper Dome and 921 Earthquake 
Museum of Taiwan. Oh! What a great day! That 
night we stayed in Hsieh-Wei Memorial Camp. On 
the Sunday, we had a united service with St. James’ 
Church. This activity was not only worship in the 
great outdoors, but praising God in music. Thanks 
be to our Lord! 


to ee 


Grace church is a special place because it is so near 
the Tainan Theological College and Seminary 
(TTCS), where ministers and clergy have been 
trained for the past 135 years. TTCS has a steady 
stream of Indian clergy studying there, and because 
it is so very near, the visiting Indian priests from an 
Anglican Church background always visit Grace 
Church several times during their stay in TTCS. 
Pastor Johnson gave the sermon in Grace Church on 
June 5. He is from the Church of South India 
(C.S.I.), and the topic of his sermon was “The 
Healthy Church”. 


There were five people from three 
families baptized in Grace Church 
on June 12 (see photo above). 
Two of these families are from 
Grace Church Kindergarten, and 
one was a church member. This 
family is from America, they 
came back to see their grandpar- 
ents in Tainan. 


Young people are the future of the 
church, and on July 9 we started a 
new youth fellowship in Grace 


Church. We have guitar learning, Bible study, 
games and activities etc, we have a great time. The 
most important thing is to encourage these youth to 
stay in the church. We hope they can have a great 
time here, and give a guitar performance at Christ- 


mas. 


Grace Church is one of many of our churches which 
also have a kindergarten as part of the ministry. On 


July 23, the kindergarten had a great celebration, 
because this class was the 30th class to graduate 
(see photo on page 31). There were more than 200 
people in Grace Church celebrating this great event! 
We believe that it was also a good chance to share 
the Gospel. We still need your prayers for us. We 
would like more and more members in Grace 
Church; the Church needs more prayers particularly 
to grow in numbers and in depth. 


ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, TAICHUNG 
Rey. Charles Chen Chin-Ti, Rector Emeritus [® @ #644 Pf] # bp 


Rey. Philip Lin Li-Feng #K 2 £4 bf 


St. James’ Church 15th Anniversary Celebration as a Parish! 
By Warren Sevander-Moss 


On July 10th, St. James’ Church, Taichung cele- 
brated its 15th Anniversary as a parish. A lot of 
love and preparation went into making the day a 
special day that will be long remembered. 


There was a combined worship service with over 
140 people. On that Sunday morning, the Chinese 
language congregation and the English language 
congregation worshipped together. 3 different 
choirs sang during the worship service. One of 
those choirs was from the English language congre- 
gation. Choirs from the Chinese language congre- 
gation and the Kindergarten teachers also sang. 
There were stirring hymns sung by everybody as 
part of the worship service. The service was done 
partly in English, and partly in Mandarin. The read- 
ings were read in English, and part of the Liturgy 
was spoken in English, too. That made for a won- 
derful combination because everybody there was 
able to experience the glory of this special service. 
I know that Rev. Philip Lin worked long and hard to 
assure that the entire service would be accessible to 
all who came to share in the celebration. Bishop 
Lai, Reverend Canon Dr. David Chee, Rev. Peter 
Chen and Rev. Elizabeth Wei all attended. Bishop 
Lai preached, followed by Rev. Chee, who gave a 
thoughtful summary in English of what the Bishop 
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The new St. James’ book published in honor of the 15th 
anniversary celebrations 


had said. The service included Confirmation of 
several persons who became members of St. James’ 
Chinese language congregation. 


After the worship service there was a wonderful 
meal at the church. There was a buffet offering 
many different, tasty foods, and time for everybody 
to visit and have sweet fellowship together, fol- 
lowed by a ‘Tea-time ‘sharing photos and memories 
of the past. It was a truly splendid day. (Ona per- 
sonal note, the day before the celebration was my 
birthday. After the Sunday worship service, the 


re 


St. James’ 15th Anniversary Celebrations 


me 


congregations were asked to meet in the courtyard 
where those persons who had birthdays in July were 
honored. There were beautiful, delicious birthday 
cakes. Everybody sang “Happy Birthday’. It truly 
touched my heart, and is something that I will never 
forget.) 


One of the highlights of the Celebration was the 
creation of a beautiful book that showed St. James’ 
history (see photo on p32). There were wonderful, 
interesting photographs included in it which showed 
the church both as it was in the past, and how it is 
now, today. Many people wrote articles for the 


book. Some of the articles were in English. Wesley 
Huang wrote a thoughtful, theological article. The 
former Chaplain for the English language congrega- 
tion, Rev. Peyton Craighill wrote an article, and 
there was an article written by a good friend of St. 
James’ Church and Bishop of the Diocese of Cen- 


tral Philippines, Dixie Taclobao. 


The fond memory of that special day is still with 
me, and will be with me for a long time. We re- 
member the past, treasure our heritage, and actively 
seek God’s guidance for where and how He will 
lead this growing ministry in the future. 


St. James’ English Congregation (by Warren Sevander-Moss) 


Pentecost in Puli 


Sunday, June 12th was Pentecost. The English lan- 
guage congregation has a tradition of once or twice 
a year going on an outing. This past June, our con- 
gregation went to Puli. Arrangements were made 
by Hans Geiger and Shirley Ke for us to meet as a 
congregation at a place called T.K. Herb Farm. It 
was a beautiful location in what I call ‘the moun- 
tains’. There was a large herb garden, an area for 
walking, and a wonderful space provided for us to 
have our worship service. From our various loca- 
tions, we drove (or rode) to Puli. Jerry Liang and I 
led Morning Prayer, and the congregation sang a 
couple of hymns together. The same space where 
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we had our worship service was also the space 
where we ate lunch. T.K. Herb Garden is a place 
where we were able to pick our own herbs and, be- 
lieve it or not, make our own pizzas. We ate our 
pizzas along with a tasty meal that was provided as 
part of the arrangement. A great time was had by 
everybody. Many of us stayed and visited long af- 
ter we had finished eating. 


Special Visitors 


In July and August, the English Language congre- 
gation was quite honored to host visitors from 
abroad. In July, we were visited by Rev. Roberta 


Fraser and the Diocese of New Westminster Youth 
Team. The young adults took part in the entire ser- 
vice, reading the Lessons, serving as Crucifer and 
Acolyte, singing the Psalm, and leading the Prayers 
of the People. Their vitality and energy shines like 
a beacon; it was our great privilege to have them 
with us on July 31st (see photo below). 


The first weekend of August brought a special treat 
to Taichung and St. James. On Saturday, August 
6th, there was a concert held at the National 
Taichung University of Education. Cynthia and 
William Lawing, accomplished musicians from the 
United States, gave a Piano and Trumpet Recital, 
and over 230 people attended. On the Sunday 
morning after the concert, the Lawings attended St. 
James’ English language morning worship service. 
Rev. David Chee celebrated Holy Eucharist and 
preached the sermon. Cynthia Lawing, when she 
learned that we were without an organist for that 
Sunday, generously offered to play the hymns for 
the service. What a glorious experience!! We were 
so very pleased to have them visit us. 


The Bi-Lingual Bible Study 


This year, we have been enjoying an inductive 
study of Paul’s letter to the church in Ephesus, 
‘Ephesians’. We will complete the study in Ephe- 
sians during the fall season, before Advent. One 
possibility about what we study next is to read and 
listen to some of the various hymns of Advent, 
Christmas, and Epiphany and study where they have 
their basis in passages from the Bible. 


Good News About Church Growth 


‘Church Growth’ is something people hear a lot 
about in churches and seminaries in the USA. The 
idea involves developing the ministries and services 
provided by a church, leading members and visitors 
into meaningful relationships with God, as well as 
how those things affect the size of a congregation. 
It has been exciting to see how the bi-lingual Bible 
Study has had an effect upon the church. Over the 
course of the last year, we have seen people come 
first to the Bible Study, and then begin to worship at 
the church. The opposite has been true, also. We 


have seen people first come to the church, and then 
also start coming to the Bible Study. 


Vancouver Youth Team at St. James’ English Service 


Things at St. James’ English congregation act very 
much like an accordion. We exist in a community 
where westerners come and go, visit and leave. But, 
we have experienced a gradual increase in our aver- 
age weekly attendance. Where we used to experi- 
ence, on average, attendance in the mid-to-upper 
teens, in recent months we have seen average atten- 
dance in the low-to-mid twenties. That may not 
sound like much, but it is a sizeable percentage in- 
.to which all the glory and thanks go to 
God. In July, we averaged 25 persons per Sunday. 


crease.. 


During a time of year when one usually sees a de- 
cline in church attendance, we have experienced 


growth. So, that is telling us something. I think it is 
telling us that we are headed in the right direction 
and that God is blessing the ministry. We are most 
thankful for that. 


This is an exciting time for us, here at St. James’ 
English language congregation. What doors will 
the Lord open next? What paths will He lead us 
down? What needs are there that we as a church 
can attempt to address? Lord, please help us as we 
seek you...as individuals and also as your Church. 


St. James’ Chinese Congregation 


Over the last 12 years or so, 
St. James’ has raised the 
money to construct 11 
churches in the Diocese of 
Central Philippines. Actually 
the original plan was 10 
churches, but the tenth church, # 
St. Gregory’s in Metro Ma- 
nila, was faced with land dis- 
putes and so the money was 
divided into two and instead 
used to build 2 smaller 
wooden churches. St. Greg- 
ory’s Church members were 
of course very disappointed. OP pags : 
Now we feel that we should do our best to Eaels St. 
Gregory’s actually construct a new church. Donors 
at St. James have come forward to offer the money 
to buy a new plot of land, the money has just been 
sent off, and it is hoped that the transaction can be 
legally completed in the next few months and a new 
church constructed before next summer. This will 
bring our total number of churches constructed to 
12, a very Biblical number and a good number to 
finish on! 


The photo here shows the Youth Group from St. 


James’ who climbed 4 #k||| Ho-Huan Mountain 
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(3416m), a great achievement especially as about 


half the group either suffered from travel sickness 
on the journey or altitude sickness on the climb up! 
Our Youth Camp was concentrated into a two-day 
capsule which still contained lots of learning and 
fun! On the first day of the camp, August 18, our 
youngsters were taught by Rev Philip Lin and semi- 
narian, Mr Irving Wu Shin-Shung on the subject of 
worship. In the evening we had a roof-top BBQ, a 
fun time! The second day was the day for our out- 
ing to climb Ho-Huan Shan! 15 teens participated 
in the full schedule, with an additional four friends 
who joined us for the BBQ. Praise the Lord we all 
returned safe and sound with no lasting side-effects! 


Rev. Philip Lin and seminarian Irving held a Chil- 
dren's’ Summer Camp from August 9—11. They 
directed the St. James Youth Fellowship in helping 
out the younger ones. The way we worked for this 
camp was quite a pioneering adventure because the 
activities and process were almost all created by the 
teens themselves. Thank God we really feel that 
they have been growing in the faith and maturity, 
and we will for sure work on to cultivate them and 
hopefully allowing God to help them to become the 
corner stone for our church. In the past, this camp 
was usually run by either the kindergarten teachers 
or the St. John’s University Chaplaincy summer 


mission group. This year 59 children including the 
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Pre-schoolers, After-school Class, and newcomers 


from outside the campus registered for this camp. 
(see photo above) 


On August 27, one of our groups went on an outing 
to a local forest, 22 people came along, see photo 
below. 


The Chinese congregation were of course very in- 
volved in the 15th anniversary celebrations of St. 
James’ held on July 10, also the visit by the Van- 
couver Youth Team for the weekend of July 29-31, 
and the concert performance by 
Bill and Cynthia Lawing on Au- 
gust 6, all well-reported else- 
where in this magazine. The 
Chinese congregation were in- 
volved in hosting a visit by the 
Vancouver Youth Team to Sun 
Moon Lake on Saturday July 
30, along with St. James’ Kin- 
dergarten. We went on the ca- 
ble car, on the boat on the lake, 
had a nice lunch at the Youth 
Activities Center and climbed 
up to the pagoda. A great day! 
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GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH, TAIPEI 
Rey. Lily Chang Ling-Ling #8 ## 4 ef, English Chaplain: Rev. Herbert Barker 


Good Shepherd English Congregation 


Father Herb B.’s_ Journal: September 12, 2011 
“What’s happening?” 


“What’s happening?” was a form of greeting in 
America during the 70’s and beyond. Like, “What’s 
going on?” or “What’s UP? 


All of these greetings emphasize the idea of 
“NOW”. How its life happening with you now! 
There was no interest in yesterday, or even tomor- 
row. Life was all about now, the present. 


As I think about reporting news from the English 
Congregation of the Church of the Good Shepherd, 
it is the present that absorbs my attention. 


Our Lenten Study Series of Karen Armstrong’s, 
“Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life”, and our 
elder’s English Class’s study of Antoine de Saint- 
Exupery’s, “The Little Prince”, are distance memo- 


ries as | come to terms with our nomadic congrega- 


tion’s vicissitudes. 


The ebb and flow of our foreign members trans- 
forms our hopes and focus as an English-speaking 
faith community at Good Shepherd. We are aware 
of an endless search for identity and vision of min- 
istry here and now. 


We are like an adolescent, who is growing in inde- 
pendence and self-differentiation from family, while 
at the same time discovering as a young adult ful- 
fillment in integrating her needs in partnership and 
companionship with a mate. In short, our congrega- 
tion is challenged by an ever-present identity crisis. 


Are we an English speaking gathering of worshipers 
sponsored and supported by the Church of the Good 
Shepherd? Are we an independent, individual, 


global, family church congregation? Are we an in- 
ternational mission congregation to foreign and lo- 
cal English speaking Christians and seekers? Or, 
are we an emerging church community that sees 
itself and its mission to host all who make a stop at 
our oasis well to rest, to heal, to find purpose, and to 
gather strength for their spiritual journey through 
this world? 


The answers to these questions will determine our 
strategies and tactics for ministry in the coming 
years. The answers will shape how newcomers and 
ole timers engage in belonging, believing, and be- 
having as “members” of the English-speaking con- 
gregation of the Church of the Good Shepherd. 


As priest-in-charge of the English-speaking congre- 
gation of the Church of the Good Shepherd, I have 
decided to commit myself 
to renewing our collective 
ownership of our congrega- 
tion’s stated vision: 


+ Provide spiritual ground- 
ing and oasis for English 
speakers in Taiwan 


+ Use our unique and di- 
verse gifts in service to the 
Lord 


+ Love one another as 
Christ loves us 


As a first step toward re- 
newing our commitment to 
a vision of our congrega- 
tion as an oasis and spiritual way station for so- 
journers, I am posting this new invitation on our 
Web Site [englishepiscopalchurchintaiwan.org], and 
on my blog: 


Welcome to the Church of the Good Shepherd’s 
English Congregation in Taipei! 


We understand our community to be an oasis that 
hosts hope in the abundant and eternal life of Jesus 
Christ. 


I am happy that you have found us in your cyber- 
space wanderings. I hope that | may meet you per- 
sonally when you visit us at worship. 


For us, “greening” is a way of speaking of life’s vi- 
tality and growth in harmony within nature and 
God’s love. You are invited to come, belong awhile 
with us. Allow us to accompany you for a way as 
you journey through life’s adventures. 


Our doors, minds, and hearts are open to you all. 
Whoever you are, where ever you find yourself on 
the journey of life and faith, you are welcome to 
share in all that we do here---our worship, our 
prayers, our learning, our service, and our table that 
is set before us by Christ himself. 


We believe that the Holy Spirit calls us to be a place 
of greening of the heart, mind, and soul. Therefore, 
in becoming alive in Christ, 
we come to live in harmony, 
understanding, peace and 
love. 


Please continue to explore 
our Web site to learn how 
you can find us on a Sunday 
morning, or any time of the 
week. 


Come consider, how you 
may wish to belong, believe, 
and behave within a spiritual 
oasis community that trans- 
forms strangers into spiritual 
companions, and friends of 
God. 


What’s happening? The 
Holy Spirit is “happening” at 
an oasis called, “The English speaking congregation 
of the Church of the Good Shepherd”. It is happen- 
ing now! Come and see! 


Father Herb B. 


The Rev. Dr. Herbert J. Barker, Priest-in-Charge of 


the English Congregation of the Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Taipei, Taiwan 


Good Shepherd Chinese Congregation 


Our Yang-Ming Shan Youth and Children’s Camp 
took place over 3 days / 2 nights in July, immedi- 
ately before the Chung-Li English Camp. The 
theme of the camp was ‘Do Not Give Up!’ We had 
35 local children and teenagers aged 10 and above, 
led by 20 members of our own Youth Group. We 
camped in tents at the Yang-Ming Shan Activities 
Center, but on the first evening we had torrential 
rain, swarms of mosquitoes and one of the tents fell 


= down! Everyone wanted to go home and dry out, 


<== everyone was miserable and so we planned to go 


Two highlights of these past few months have been 


the weekend away at Sun Moon Lake and the Youth 
summer camp at Yang-Ming Shan. The weekend 
away at Sun Moon Lake took place on May 14-15, 
when the whole country was experiencing some ter- 
rible weather, and yet we had good weather, over- 
cast but no rain, praise God! 88 people from both 
Chinese and English congregations spent the 2 days 
enjoying each other’s company; we are delighted 
that our 2 congregations get along so well and we 
could enjoy this special weekend away together. 


We stayed at the Youth Activities Center, went on a 
boat ride and cable car, had a camp fire, and spent 
Sunday morning worshiping at the church built by 
Chiang Kai-Shek 
for his wife. We ¢ 
also met, quite 
unexpectedly, a 
group from 
Grace Church, 
Tainan, also ona 
weekend away, 
in the same area! 
The group photo 
from this week- 
end, taken in the 
Sun Moon Lake 
church on the 
Sunday is shown 
on page 36. 


= home early. However at a meeting later in the eve- 


ning, we reminded each other how the theme of the 
camp was ‘Do not give up!’ So we prayed for a de- 
cision, and then voted. The answer was that we de- 
cided not to give up, but rather to continue on with 
the camp. In the event we had no more rain for the 
rest of the weekend, and spent the next day as origi- 
nally planned, by hiking up to the top of Chi-Shing 
Shan, 1 120m, the highest mountain in the Yang- 
Ming Shan mountain range (see photo top left). We 
also had a great campfire and wonderful fellowship, 
and now have some new members of our Youth 
Group to welcome each Saturday evening. The 
group photo below shows us on our return to Good 


Shepherd on the Sunday morning. 


CHUNG-LI OUTREACH CENTER 


Thanks be to God that the Chung-Li Out- 
reach Center opened on May 1, 2011! On 


that day, many members from Good Shep- * 
herd joined us for celebrations. Everyone 
knows that without God’s help, we could 
not have found this wonderful place and 
so many wonderful people to help us. 


So far, Chung-Li Center has held the fol- 
lowing activities - providing a free place 
to study, character education for children, 
a study group for local women (see photo 
right), English camp for children, home 
stay, and Bible study. Through these ac- 
tivities we have discovered that the local 
people in this community are very differ- 
ent from those whom we had originally expected to 


did we mention that we are a church. Because they 


serve. We are thankful to God because in our out- did not CHOW naLit wae and athe menere oes! 


reach, people are more and more willing to share people said that they did not dare to come in! 
their thoughts and suggestions for this church. For 
example, in the beginning, we only had a sign for 


the center, but we did not have a cross, and neither The highlight over the summer was the children’s 


summer camp for 4 days, 
along with the Vancouver 
Youth Team. This was very 
much a cooperative effort 
involving not only the Van- 
couver Youth Team, but also |. 
the staff of the center, a 
wonderful team of local la- 
dies in the kitchen (see photo 
right), and a team of students 
led by Pamela from Good 
Shepherd Church; the photo 
on the previous page was 
taken on the day Bishop and 
Mrs. Lai came to visit. 35 
children and about 15 adults 
filled the building for those 
few days, and we were 
blessed that 5 local families came forward to offer 
as homestay families. The reputation of this center 
spread as a result of this English camp. Many par- 
ents approved of the camp because after the camp, 
children continued to sing the same songs very hap- 
pily at home. Through the homestay we got to know 
many families. Through the interaction between the 
Canadians and home stay families, local people felt 


that this was a real church. 


We invited all the homestay families, friends and 
neighbors to a very successful barbecue to celebrate 


Mid-Autumn Moon festival, about 50 people came 
along, passersby who stopped to say hello included 
the local community leader (shown in the photo be- 
low with Rev. Lily Chang, and Mrs. Huang who 
hosted the barbecue on the street outside her house) 
and even the RC Archbishop of Taipei! 


After getting to know the local people, 
we have found that some of them are 
very interested in our faith. Therefore 
after the English Camp we started a 
weekly Bible Study. Because of this Bi- 
ble Study, we know that now we must 
start a Sunday Service so that they can 
learn more and we can worship to- 
gether. The first Sunday Service will 
be on October 2 at 10:00am along with 
a Sunday School. The plan is that Rev. 
Lily Chang will come once a month on 
the first Sunday, and Tim Pan, senior 
warden at Good Shepherd will lead the 
service for 2 Sundays a month, the re- 
maining services being led by Amy Fu, 
parish worker at the center. May God 
lead us and help us in this ministry! 


TRINITY CHURCH, KEELUNG 
Rev. Richard Lee Ray-Chiang # 4% 7& 4 oF 


feed by video. That will mean that a total 
of 100 people can be seated for worship, a 
vast improvement. We also have many re- 
pairs to do to the building, fixing leaking 
roofs etc. Our hope is to finish everything 
by the Chinese New Year, and the Annual 
Diocesan Convention in March, which 
Trinity Church is hosting. Our aim is to 
raise NT$ 1 million for this project but so 
far we have only raised about a third of the 
total needed. Please pray with us for the 
money to come in. 


One of the highlights of this summer was 
the visit of a group of 8 (6 youth and 2 leaders) 
from Hong Kong, St. Peter’s Church in Ching- 
shan, who came to Trinity Church for a week in 
July to teach English to the children at Trinity. Be- 
tween 40-50 children attended the 5 day camp and 
it was a great success. The youth were all univer- 


Here in Trinity Church we have had a busy sum- 
mer. Over 8 weeks on Saturday mornings we held 
a series of seminars for parents of teenage children, 
on the theme of communication between parents 
and children. 


We have also held a summer Alpha course with 15 sity students and one of the team was an English 
newcomers. Now we are starting another Alpha teacher. They got on really well with the children 
course and 20 new people have signed up. and everyone enjoyed their week together! 

Our biggest challenge this summer and over this We also had a nice visit from 44/3)" Anglican 


semester is the reordering of the church. Our wor- 


High School in Macau, 10 students came to Taiwan 
ship space is located on the second floor with seat- 


for 6 days of ‘Learning to Serve’, including 3 days 


ing for 60 people. In the last year or so, our Sun- at Trinity Church (see photo below) . 


day services have all been full and we do not have 
any extra space to seat people. So we 
are reordering and rearranging the 
church space. The altar will move 
from the point of the diamond shape 
onto one side, and the seats will then 
be arranged in rows, allowing us to 
bring in an extra 20 seats, thus making 
room for 80 people. We also plan to 
rearrange the first floor so that over- 
flow can be accommodated there. An 
extra 20 can be seated there, if neces- 
sary, and watch the worship on the live 
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ST. STEPHEN’S MISSION, KEELUNG 
Rev. Julia Lin Shu-Hua #tikk # @ & 


Our main excite- 
ment in the near fu- 
ture is the forthcom- 
ing ordination as 


priest of Rev. Julia 
Lin in St. John’s Ca- ¢ 
thedral on Friday 
October 28! Please 
do pray for her and 
for us! 


We were honored 
that our children’s 
choir was invited by 
Bishop Lai to sing at 
his 10th anniversary 
Thanksgiving Ser- 
vice at St. John’s 
Cathedral on August 
24. All of the chil- 
dren come from very f 
disadvantaged 
homes, and yet all sang their hearts out, all wearing 
red T-Shirts, and they performed beautifully! (see 


and were delighted that 80 children came along. 


The photo below shows the drama presentation 
photo above) made at the summer camp. This year we organized 
all of the camp activities ourselves, so it was a won- 


rful church ity effort. 
From July 25-28, we held our community outreach Ur EU ABILY S10 


summer joy camp in the local community center 


We have welcomed a lot of visitors 
in the past few months, including the 
Gideons on August 21, the Vancou- 
ver Youth Team, and local commu- 
nity leaders. We have also taken the 
children to lots of different places on 
outings. We thank God for this great 
opportunity to reach out to this com- 
munity. 


ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL, TAIPEI 
Rev. Samuel Lin Ying-Chiou #- K HE 


St. John’s Cathedral was the 
location for the second of the 
concert performances given by 
Bill and Cynthia Lawing, this 
event was held on July 31 (see 
photo right). Bishop Lai filmed 
it throughout and also found a 
family of church members to 
play during the interval! 


From August 20-21, Dean Sam- 
uel Lin took a group of 40 of 
our church members on a family 


summer camp to Ilan. 


gifts to both Prof. Ma and to Mr. Yang. Following 
the service, refreshments were held in the church 


On August 24, Bishop Lai’s 10th anniversary hall 
all. 


Thanksgiving Service was held at the cathedral. 
The church was full, with every church in the north- 


ern deanery represented, including large numbers of = Ons eptember 


young people from our churches in Keelung. Dur- 4 oy Sunday 


ing the service, the Chancellor of the Diocese of Sehoolterche 
Taiwan, Prof. Herbert Ma presented a piece of his 


ers were com- 
father’s own artwork to Bishop Lai in honor of this : 


missioned for 


special occasion (see photo right). Mr. Yang, secre- 5 new year of 


tary of the diocese, also shared with the congrega- serving God 
tion about the process whereby Bishop Lai was through this 


elected as bishop. Bishop Lai presented special ministry (see 


photo 
left). 


On September 18, were delighted that we com- 
pleted our 6th Beta Advanced Course. On Sat- 
urday October 1, we are looking forward to wel- 
coming newcomers for the start of our 14th Al- 
pha Course and on Sunday October 30, we are 
looking forward to holding a baptism service. 


Please do pray for all our outreach at the cathe- 
dral. 
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ADVENT CHURCH, TAMSUI 
Rev Lennon Chang Yuan-Rong 7k B® EP 


at 
[=] 


Mrs. Huang (ea@# Sf), widow of Rev. Andrew 


M. T. Huang (447% ), died on Sept. 9, 2011, her 


funeral was held on Saturday Sept. 17 in Advent 
Church. 


Mr. Cheng Chen-Chang (#52), who graduated 


from Fu-Jen University seminary in June 2011, 
was appointed by Bishop Lai to serve at Advent 
Church from August 1, 2011. 


t 


Summer vacation classes for local children 


Special summer camps were held on July 4-5 for 65 SL FeO HS) SPRITE tee 


children at Advent Church with 27 leaders, mostly 
students from St. John’s University student fellow- 


classes for 30 local children, meeting 4 days a 
week, Monday to Thursday learning Bible stories, 


ship; and on July 7-8 for over 40 children with 17 English, computers, handicrafts and summer home- 


leaders at Lao-Mei Roman Catholic Church, in co- work. 


Advent Church Summer 
Camp 


or Advent Church was pleased to welcome the 

visit of Rev. Jered Webber-Johnson together 
aT with his group of 19 young people from St. Al- 
ban’s Episcopal Church, Washington DC, 
USA. Jered celebrated and preached at the Ad- 
vent Church Morning Service on Sunday June 
26, and Advent Church welcomed the group 
for worship. 


On Saturday August 6, Advent Church was 
delighted to welcome Bill and Cynthia Lawing 
to perform a concert for piano and trumpet (see 


photo below). 
operation with Rev. Toon Maes and RC church 


members at San-Jhe and Jin-Shan. 


Fundraising efforts over the last 2 years to raise the 
NT$ 18 million needed to build the Bishop Wong 
Memorial Church Center adjacent to Advent 
Church have so far raised NT$ 17,200,000, so we 
are almost there! Please continue to pray that the 
remaining funds will be raised, and that construc- 
tion can start at the end of this year as planned. 
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ST. JOHN’S UNIVERSITY, TAMSUI 


Bishop Lai and President Chen Jean-Lien of St. 
John’s University attended the CUAC (Colleges and 
Universities of the Anglican Communion) Triennial 
Conference at The University of the South, Tennes- 
see, USA from May 22-26 (see photo above). 


St. John’s University is setting up a new SJU His- 
tory Exhibition with displays of the history of St. 
John’s University in both 
Shanghai and Taiwan. 


A special calligraphy exhibi- 
tion produced by the first 
President of St. John’s Uni- 
versity, Taiwan, Dr. Vivien 
Yen is currently on display in 
the Digital Arts Exhibition 
Area. 


Mr. Daniel Yu-Hai Chen, pre- 
viously assistant to the chap- 
lain at St. John’s University 


Snob Lai (left); and President Chen Jean-Lien (right) | | 


has moved to the SJU Department of International 


Affairs. Please pray for him as he settles in, and for 
the Chaplaincy as we seek a new assistant. 


This new semester we are pleased to welcome al- 
most 50 exchange students from Mainland China to 
study here for one or two semesters. We also wel- 
come 6 students from Mainland China commencing 
. a4-year degree course. 


St. John’s University is pre- 
paring for a full inspection 
and examination by the De- 
partment of Education on 
December 1-2. One of the 
challenges has been to up- 
date the university websites 
with English to make them 
more accessible to an inter- 
national audience. Please 
pray for the inspection and 
3 for good results! 


at CUAC Triennial 


i 
| 
| 


And finally: 


MY VISIT TO TAIWAN 


Dr. Sharon Prentis, Senior Lecturer in Health and Community Studies, 
University of Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, UK 


When Catherine Lee came to speak at Holy Trin- 
ity Church, Huddersfield, England last year, little 
did I realise that it would be the start of my own 
great adventure to Taiwan. Catherine's sermon to 
the congregation used examples from her life and 
work. I was struck immediately by her passion 
and felt moved to follow up her invitation. Much 
to my delight, the head of my faculty at the Uni- 
versity of Huddersfield agreed and with no hesi- 
tation offered to support a visit. I knew that this 
Visit was meant to be, but for what purpose? St. 
John's University kindly invited me to discuss the 
academic experience at a British University and as a 
seminary student, I was also interested in the Epis- 
copal Church from a different perspective. As it 
turned out, the ten days I spent in May exceeded all 
my expectations. Personally, the impact was pro- 
found. 


No sooner had I arrived at TaoYuan Airport that I 
knew that it was going to be the start of something 
special. Everywhere I was met with hospitality and 
kindness that touched me deeply. What were the 
highlights of my stay? Well, there are so many! 
How can I forget the cultural delights of the Na- 
tional Palace Museum, children singing beautifully 
at choir practice in St. Stephen’s Mission, Keelung, 
attending the student Alpha at Advent Church, eat- 
ing stinky tofu and drinking milk pearl tea as rec- 
ommended by the students at St John’s University 
(both taste experiences were new to me!) Sharing 
teaching and learning experiences with staff and 
students in the Applied English Department, Busi- 
ness School and Counselling was informative and 
provided the basis for many meaningful discus- 
sions. What I did relish was the opportunity to get 
to know so many Christians in the Episcopal 
Church and appreciate that we belong to one holy, 
catholic and apostolic church, share the same Father 
God and belong to the same Christian family in 
Christ. I feel very blessed that I have so many won- 
derful memories of fellowship, laughter and food. 


Left to right: Catherine Lee, Professor Herbert Ma, Mrs. Aline Ma, 
Dr. Sharon Prentis 


Enthused by my experience, I am humbled that 
Christians with a Chinese heritage in my own home 
Church are patiently helping me to improve my lan- 
guage skills. 


So what did I learn? That opportunities to share sto- 
ries of personal faith and laughter are always pre- 
cious. In such a short space of ten days I had made 
friends, but more importantly, I was reminded that 
we reflect the Godhead as a result of fellowship. 
The 'Good News of the Gospel' means that we are 
defined and distinguished by God's love - not by 
social and economic circumstance, geographical 
location, race or caste. The knowledge of that love 
enables us to transcend all barriers. 


My heartfelt thanks and appreciation go to all those 
I met who endeavoured to extend every courtesy 
during my visit: Dr. Andy Chang, Rev. & Mrs. Len- 
non Chang Yuan-Rung, Prof. Herbert and Mrs. Ma 
(see photo above), President Chen Jean-Lien, Cath- 
erine Lee, Dr. Yao-Wen Cheng, to name a few. 
There are so many others, please forgive me for not 
mentioning you all by name, but rest assured that 
we may be physically divided by several thousand 
miles and oceans, however we are never divided in 


Our prayers. 


I hope that one day, we will have the opportunity to 
fellowship once again. 
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